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          Council Chambers 

          Municipal Building 

          November 24, 2020 

 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, November 24, 2020, at 6:00 

P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, November 19, 2020, at 11:25 A.M. 

 

William J. Ervin gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Present in Person:  Weldon Smith, Cully Stevens, Steve Cox, James Brown, Billy Jack 

Boatright, Zach Prichard & John Browne 

Absent:   None  

Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager, Toni Ervin, Assistant City Manager; 

Jayme Clifton, Community Development Director; CFO, Sherri 

Swift; William J. Ervin, City Attorney and Cora Middleton, City 

Clerk 

 

Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 

name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

There were no comments. 

 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes from the November 10, 2020, Regular Meeting of the 

McAlester City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

B. Approval of Claims for November 4, 2020 through November 17, 2020. (Sherri Swift, 

Chief Financial Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $74,823.05; Parking 

Authority - $81.45; Landfill Res./Sub-Title D - $1,802.00; Educational Fund - 

$42,988.35; Tourism Fund - $426.40; SE Expo Center - $1,936.86; E-911 - $3,611.49; 

CDBG Grants Fund - $7,852.10; Fleet Maintenance - $4,776.06; CIP Fund - $3,801.22; 



November 24, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 10 

Technology Fund - $99.99; Stormwater Fund - $27,579.15; Infrastructure Fund - 

$33,585.80 and MRHC-Cancer Center Fund - $42,988.35. 

 

C. Discussion and possible action, on approval of an agreement between Oklahoma 

Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry Department of Defense Firefighting 

Property Agreement and City of McAlester Fire Department.  (Brett Brewer, Fire Chief) 

 

D. Consider and act upon, approval of the Schedule of Council and Authorities 2021 

Regular meeting dates.  (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

E. Consider and act upon, indefinitely postponing Tort Claim filed by Harold 

Meashintubby.  (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

F. Consider and act upon, indefinitely postponing Tort Claim filed by Terri Jett-Long.  

(Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

G. Consider and act upon, to concur with Oklahoma Municipal Assurance Group (OMAG) 

recommendation to deny the Tort Claim filed by Camp Hope Kids Ranch.  (Cora 

Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

Mayor Browne stated that he was pulling item “G” from the Consent Agenda.  He stated that this 

would allow the claimant time to get to the meeting and address the Council. 

 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda items “A through F” was made by Councilman Smith and 

seconded by Councilman Boatright.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Brown, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  

 

A motion to open a Public Hearing to address one (1) proposed ordinance was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Stevens, Cox, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:05 P.M. 

 

Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance 

with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 54, HEALTH AND PUBLIC WELFARE, OF 

THE MCALESTER CITY CODE, AMENDING ARTICLE IV, COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

FACE COVERINGS; WHICH CREATED AND ESTABLISHED FINES FOR CHAPTER 
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54, HEALTH AND PUBLIC WELFARE, ARTICLE IV, COVID-19 PANDEMIC FACE 

COVERINGS, SECTION 54-52, FACE COVERINGS MANDATED IN PUBLIC 

PLACES; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY, AND DECLARING AND EMERGENCY. 

 

There was no discussion or comments from citizens, and Councilman Smith moved to close the 

Public Hearing.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was taken as 

follows:  

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Cox, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:06 P.M. 

 

Items Removed from Consent Agenda 

 

G. Consider and act upon, to concur with Oklahoma Municipal Assurance Group (OMAG) 

recommendation to deny the Tort Claim filed by Camp Hope Kids Ranch.  (Cora 

Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

Ronnie Smith addressed the Council commenting that he had received a letter from OMAG 

indicating that the City of McAlester would not be liable for any of the damages that occurred 

during the sewer backup.   

 

There was discussion concerning the City’s process when claims were received, the possible 

cause of the alleged sewer backup, and what steps Mr. Smith could take going forward. 

 

City Attorney Ervin explained the process of Tort Claims and stated that if a claim was denied 

by the City then the claimant could file a lawsuit to attempt to receive compensation for any 

alleged damages. 

 

A motion to concur with Oklahoma Municipal Assurance Group (OMAG) recommendation to 

deny the Tort Claim filed by Camp Hope Kids Ranch was made by Mayor Browne.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Councilmembers Brown, Prichard, Stevens & Cox 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion failed. 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Consider and act upon, Building Demolition & Site Clearance Contracts with Dustin 

Harris dba Harris Construction Services in the sum of $9,399.98, and with Henry Moss 

dba Moss Trucking in the sum of $24,165.00.  (Jayme Clifton, Community Development 

Director) 
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Executive Summary 

Motion to award Building Demolition & Site Clearance Contracts with Dustin Harris dba Harris Construction 

Services in the sum of $9,399.98, and with Henry Moss dba Moss Trucking in the sum of $24,165.00 and to 

authorize the Mayor to execute the respective Building Demolition & Site Clearance Contracts. 

 

Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that on January 28, 2020 the City Council had 

approved the condemnation of twenty-six (26) structures.  She stated that of those twenty-two 

(22) remained standing and on November 3, 2020 bids were opened for the demolition of the 

remaining twenty-two (22) structures.  She added that staff was recommending that two (2) 

bidders be awarded demolition contracts. 

 

Councilman Prichard commented that the Council should consider each contractor separately. 

 

There was discussion concerning the amount of money in the account, how the demolitions were 

prioritized, and how many structures would be demolished. 

 

A motion to approve a contract with Dustin Harris dba Harris Construction Services in the sum 

of $9,399.98 to demolish a structure at 2 W. Miami Ave. and a structure at 515 and 515 ½ E. 

Miami Avenue was made by Councilman Prichard.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Stevens, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Prichard, Stevens, Boatright, Smith, Cox, Brown & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

A motion to approve a contract with Henry Moss dba Moss Trucking in the sum of $24,165.00 to 

demolish structures at 604 N. “F” Street, 511 E. Locust Avenue, 220 W. Monroe Avenue, 831 

W. Monroe Avenue, 320 E. Van Buren Avenue and 302 E. Monroe Avenue was made by 

Councilman Boatright.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Smith, Stevens, Cox, Brown & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

ABSTAIN:  (counted as a no) Councilman Prichard  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

2. Consider and act upon, authorizing the City Manager to accept a grant award from the 

Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust in the amount of $20,000.00 for 

improvements at Michael J. Hunter Park. (Stephanie Giacomo, Grants Administrator) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends acceptance of the grant award and conditions and authorizing the City Manager to execute the 

agreement with the Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust. 

 

Grant Administrator Giacomo addressed the Council explaining that this grant had been applied 

for in October, 2020 for improvements to Michael J. Hunter Park. 
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There was discussion concerning any stipulations on what the funds could be used for, and 

options for making the improvements. 

 

A motion to accept the grand award and conditions and authorize the City Manager to execute 

the agreement with the Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust was made by 

Councilman Cox.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Brown, Smith, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

3. Consider and act upon, accepting the bid amount of $78,800.00 from Ground Zero 

Roofing and authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for the J.I. Stipe Center 

roof replacement.   (Stephanie Giacomo, Grants Administrator) 
Executive Summary 

The recommendation is to accept the bid from Ground Zero Roofing for $78,800.00 and authorize the Mayor to 

sign the Notice of Award for the J.I. Stipe Center roof repair.  

 

Recreation Supervisor Basinger addressed the Council explaining that of the five (5) contractors 

that had attended the pre-bid conference only two (2) had chosen to submit bids.  He stated that 

those bids had been received and opened on November 5, 2020 and the apparent low bidder was 

Ground Zero Roofing. 

 

There was discussion concerning the number of bids that had been received, how the grant would 

be factored in, the City’s bid process, if the City had obtained an independent estimate and how 

long this roof had been having issues. 

 

A motion to accept the bid from Ground Zero Roofing in the amount of $78,800.00 and 

authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for the J.I. Stipe Center roof repair was made 

by Councilman Boatright.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was 

taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Brown, Prichard, Smith, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Councilmember Stevens 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

4. Discussion and possible action, on approval of funds for portable and mobile 

communication radios to be used by the Fire Department.  Funds to be used from the City 

of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire 

services.  (Brett Brewer, Fire Chief) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to approve the purchase of portable and mobile communication radios with funds to be used from the City of 

McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services. 
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Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining that this was to purchase handheld radios and 

miscellaneous equipment for the Fire Department.  He added that the purchase would be made 

using the Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire serviced. 

 

There was no other discussion, and a motion to approve the purchase of portable and mobile 

communication radios with funds from the City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the 

county quarter cent excise tax for fire services was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Brown, Prichard & Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

5. Discussion and possible action, on approval of certain costs related to the Assistant Fire 

Chief’s Ford F150.  Funds to be used from the City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s 

portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services.  (Brett Brewer, Fire Chief) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to approve the purchase of outfitting equipment for the Assistant Fire Chief’s Ford F150 with funds to be 

used from the city of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services. 

 

Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining that this item was to outfit the 2020 F150 for 

the Assistant Fire Chief and funds from the City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the 

county quarter cent excise tax for fire services would be used. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding the selection of a local vendor and what the bore plate kit 

was. 

 

A motion to approve the purchase of outfitting equipment, not to exceed $9,000.00, for the 

Assistant Fire Chief’s Ford F150 with funds to be used from the city of McAlester’s Fire 

Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Stevens, Cox, Boatright, Prichard & Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

6. Consider and act upon, accepting the bid amount of $110,384.00 from Trinity 

Innovative Solutions, LLC and authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for 

Body Worn Cameras for the McAlester Police Department.  (Kevin Hearod, Police 

Chief) 
Executive Summary 

The recommendation is to accept the bid from Trinity Innovative Solutions, LLC for a total amount of $110,384.00 and 

authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for Body Worn Cameras for the McAlester Police Department. 
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Grant Administrator Giacomo addressed the Council explaining that the City had received and 

opened bids on November 5, 2020 at 10:00 A.M. for new Body Worn Cameras for the 

McAlester Police Department.  She stated that at the opening the apparent low bidder had been 

Trinity Innovative Solutions, LLC, with a bid of $117,360.00.  She added that the bids had been 

for up to fifty (50) cameras, fifty-two (52) software licenses and accessories but the Department 

was recommending the purchase of forty-six (46) cameras, forty-eight (48) software licenses 

and accessories for a total of $110,384.00.  She commented that with the issues that the current 

body worn cameras were having it was time for a full refresh and upgrade for the Department. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding how the cameras could affect the City’s liability, the 

initial purchase being supported by OMAG and if there were funds in IT for this purchase. 

 

A motion to accept the bid from Trinity Innovative Solutions, LLC for a total of $110,384.00 

and authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for Body Worn Cameras for the 

McAlester Police Department was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Cox, Brown, Prichard, Stevens & Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

7. Consider and act upon, accepting the bid amount of $538,000.00 from DN Tanks, Inc. 

and authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for the Water Treatment Plant 

Clearwell Improvements Project.  (Dale Burke, Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC) 
Executive Summary 

The recommendation is to accept the bid from DN Tanks, Inc. for a total amount of $538,000.00 and authorize the 

Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for the Water Treatment Plant Clearwell Improvements Project. 

 

Dale Burke, P.E. President Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the Council 

explaining that two (2) bids were received and opened on November 4, 2020 at 2:00 P.M. with 

the apparent low bidder being DN Tanks, Inc.   

 

There was discussion regarding the expected cost of the project, this being a temporary fix, the 

bid containing a five (5) year warranty, the bonds that were going to finish in 2034, working with 

a thirty-seven (37) year old water plant and looking at a new water plant when the bonds expire. 

 

A motion to accept the bid from DN Tanks, Inc. for a total amount of $538,000.00 and authorize 

the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for the Water Treatment Plant Clearwell Improvements 

Project was made by Vice-Mayor Brown.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, and 

the vote was taken as follows: 

  

AYE:  Councilmembers Brown, Smith, Boatright & Browne 

NAY:  Councilmembers Prichard, Stevens & Cox 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
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8. Discussion on Monthly Financial Update.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council updating them on the City’s financial status as of October 31, 

2020.  During her update she reviewed the General Fund’s revenues, commenting that they were 

8.80% over budget and expenditures, commenting that they were .55% over budget.  CFO Swift 

reviewed the MPWA revenues and expenditures commenting that the revenues were 6.57% over 

budget and the expenditures were 4.9% under budget.  She updated the Council on the Sales Tax 

and Use Tax comparisons stating that they were both higher than the last months receipts and 

higher than the last three (3) years receipts.  She updated the Council on the water sales for 

residential, commercial, wholesale and water districts stating that usage had decreased and there 

were only five (5) meters left to replace in the districts.  She finished her update with the 

Treasure Report. 

 

Councilman Stevens asked for a report on the City’s Hotel/Motel tax receipts. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that the information would be sent out to the Council. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

9. Consider and act upon, an Ordinance amending Chapter 54, Health and Public Welfare, 

of the McAlester City Code, Amending Article IV, COVID-19 Pandemic Face 

Coverings, repealing all conflicting ordinances, providing for a severability and declaring 

an emergency.  (John Browne, Mayor) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends approval and authorization for the Mayor to sign the amended ordinance due to the ongoing state 

of emergency rendered by the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 

Mayor Browne updated the Council on the Council on the increasing numbers of COVID-19 

cases and reviewed more statistics regarding the use of masks along with the other prevention 

measures that had been recommended by the CDC.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2702 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 54, HEALTH AND PUBLIC WELFARE, OF 

THE MCALESTER CITY CODE, AMENDING ARTICLE IV, COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

FACE COVERINGS; WHICH CREATED AND ESTABLISHED FINES FOR CHAPTER 

54, HEALTH AND PUBLIC WELFARE, ARTICLE IV, COVID-19 PANDEMIC FACE 

COVERINGS, SECTION 54-52, FACE COVERINGS MANDATED IN PUBLIC 

PLACES; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY. 

 

There was no discussion and Mayor Browne moved to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2702, 

amending Section 54-52 of the City of McAlester Code of Ordinances requiring that face 
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coverings be worn in all public places.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and 

the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Councilmembers Smith & Cox 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

A motion to approve the EMERGENCY CLAUSE was made by Councilman Prichard and 

seconded by Councilman Stevens.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Prichard, Stevens, Brown & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox & Boatright 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion failed. 

 

New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 

accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 

 

There was no new business. 

 

City Manager’s Report 

• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 

 

Manager Stasiak thanked James Stanford, IT Specialist for setting up the video for the Council 

meeting.  He commented that the City had received twenty (20) grants in two (2) years and 

thanked Stephanie Giacomo, Grant Administrator for her work on the grants.  He added that the 

City had received over $2.25 million in grants that Ms. Giacomo had been successful in 

obtaining.  He thanked the Parks and Cemetery employees for the job they had done on the 

Christmas lights.  He then gave out the phone number that citizens could call if they needed a 

Thanksgiving meal delivered or if they wanted to pick up a meal. 

 

Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 

 

Councilman Boatright asked about the claim that was related to the Randy Green case. 

 

Mayor Browne and Attorney Ervin explained why there were still claims tied to that case. 

 

Councilman Cox asked about the status of the water rate update. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that staff had met with the consultants, and the numbers had been 

finalized.  He explained that the next step was to meet with the Districts, then meet with the 

Audit & Finance Committee and then bring to Council early January. 

 

Vice-Mayor Brown stated that McAlester Buffalo football team was headed to State playoffs. 
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Councilmen Smith, Stevens and Prichard did not have any comments for the evening. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 

 

Mayor Browne wished everyone a “Happy Thanksgiving” and apologized to the City for not 

getting the mask ordinance in place.  He encouraged everyone to continue wearing masks. 

 

Recess Council Meeting 

 

Councilman Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The 

motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Browne.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 6:56 P.M. 

 

Reconvene Council Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 6:58 P.M. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Brown, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:58 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


